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The mission of Immanuel United Methodist Church is making 
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June/July 2008 newsletter 
This newsletter is for the family 
and friends of the IUM Church of 
Ripon, WI.  Everyone is welcome 
to worship and/or join this 
church. If this is your first time 
here, we hope that you enjoyed 
your time worshipping with us 
and will come back again soon. 
 

    

SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Summer Worship Service at 9:00 am 

 
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Soup and Sandwich Supper 5:00 p.m. 

Praise 1 Service 5:30 pm 
Praise 2 Bible Study 6:30 pm 

UP FRONT 
 

The Next Stage 
 
I said in the Wall breaking ceremony that old walls had to be 
broken to make room for the new.  I said in the 
baccalaureate ceremony that God is keeping promises for 
exciting opportunities in the next stage of life, now that ties to 
High School are done.   
 
God promises to help put talents and interests together at 
the place of God’s need to make a living and to make a life. 
 
God promises to teach new ways of enjoying life from people 
of diverse races and cultures.  He also promises to show 
healthy differences and unhealthy differences. 
 
Now that they have learned to set goals, compete, and 
cooperate, God promises to show them what is worth 
working for, what is worth competing for, what is worth 
cooperating for. 
 
When they pay attention to the mind of Christ, and God will 
keep His promises. 
 
How did God add to your life when you had to leave High 
School?  What would you have wanted them to know? 
 
Every living thing changes.  Let the headaches of 
construction this summer at Immanuel Church remind you of 
the coming new opportunities for ministry in the next stage of 
our life. 
 

Rev. Nulton 

 

mailto:riponumc@dotnet.com
http://www.riponumc.org/


BUILDING PLANS 
 

Our Elevator/Entry project was approved by 
congregational vote on Sunday May 4.  The 
vote was 78 to 32 to proceed.  An 
amendment to remove downstairs east end 
classrooms and changes to office from the 
project did not pass.  The vote was 27 for 
and 80 against the amendment. 
 

The cost will be at least $688,900.  We will pay for it with 
$220,000 of investments, 3 year pledges of $347,000 and a 
loan from the Wis. United Methodist Foundation of $122,000. 
 
Stodola Maas Construction Company of Fond du Lac will be 
our contractor.  Our architect is Bill Hoch of Excel 
Engineering in Fond du Lac.  Subcontractors will be Atomic 
Plumbing, Brewer Heating, Egbert Excavating and Moderow 
Electric.  Braun Thyssen Krupp will sell us the elevator.  The 
project has been approved by the United Methodist District 
Committee on Church Building.  
 
 Money 
   The loan has been approved by the Wisconsin UM 
Foundation, and as soon as the title company finishes a title 
search, the loan will close. Thanks to 10 donations, our 
apportionment shortfall for 2007 was paid off by May 12.   
$94,000 has been given toward the pledged amount of 
$347,000 so far. 

Construction schedule 

    The first step is asbestos abatement.  Ceiling and floor 
coverings will be removed in west entry and office areas the 
first two weeks of June with demolition beginning the second 
week.  East end Sunday School rooms will be constructed 
this summer to be ready for classes in September.   Offices 
will be redone late summer and early fall.  The final stage of 

the project, late October and Nov., will be removal of the wall 
between lounge and narthex. 
 
During construction this summer and fall, use the 
North entry to the church.  At least half the parking lot 
will be usable.  Walk around to the Fond du Lac St. side, the 
north side of the church to get in.  The church office will be in 
the Christian Service room, the NW corner of the building.   
 
Due to reconstruction of west entry, elevator, and rest rooms 
area, there will be many Sundays the hallway between 
present offices and lounge will be impassable.  That means 
we can’t use the ramp to get into the sanctuary.  We won’t 
know until the day before whether the hallway is passable.   
 

Wall breaking 

    After beginning our worship in the sanctuary on May 18, 
we moved outside to the west entry.   We thanked all who 
served on committees, the Wis. Foundation, our architect 
and all who contributed to make this possible.  Our District 
Superintendent, Rev. Gordon Lind, brought encouragement 
and congratulations from the wider Church.  Then, the 
project was ceremonially kicked off by taking a sledge 
hammer to the wall and breaking bricks.  Just a small part of 
the project will break ground for additional space.  Most of 
the project is breaking down the wall of inaccessibility.  
Jesus came to break down wall of hostility.  So we had a 
“wall breaking” ceremony. 
 
Furniture and materials for Sunday School, UMW, offices 
and others are stored in choir room, balcony, disciple room 
and dining hall for the 6 month construction period.  All will 
need to put up with construction headaches this summer, 
but the ministry of Immanuel Church continues.  Worship 
and spiritual growth times will be as strong as ever. 
 



Steve to Speak on June 1 
For anonymity reasons, 

we aren’t publishing his last name or picture 
Steve and Martha are one of the missionary teams supported by 
Immanuel Church.  Steve will speak for 10 minutes in our 9 am 
morning worship, and then for a longer period during the 10 am 
hour. 

 
Steve has served in Central and Eastern Europe for the last 15 
years, planting new churches and strengthening existing 
churches.   Martha served as secretary at the International 
Christian School in Budapest.  After a year here in Wisconsin, 
they will return to Europe a few days after they speak here.  Come 
to learn of the ministry and plans for the next stage of their work in 
Hungary and Romania. 
 

The hour after worship this summer will include times for feedback 
to Rev. Nulton’s sermons and times for discussions on faith topics 
led by Rev. Nulton and others.   Get your cookie and join the 
group for more food for the spirit in the sanctuary after 10:00 am.  
 
 
 
GOD’S BIG BACKYARD  
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 
Vacation Bible School will be held outdoors this year at Barlow 
Park. 
 
Hillside Assembly Church and Immanuel Church will have a time 
of fun and learning at the park Monday through Friday, July 14 – 
18, 6:00 – 8:00 pm.  Children entering Kindergarten through 6th 
grade are invited.   
 
 

June/july Events 
 

Sunday, June 1 
• First Sunday of our 9:00 am summer worship schedule.   
• Steve, one of the missionaries we support, will speak 

briefly during the worship service.  He will also speak for a 
longer period of time at 10:00 am. 

Saturday June 7 
• United Methodist Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 am in fellowship 

hall.  This is the last breakfast until fall. 
• Our church is being used for a Brandon UMC member’s 

wedding, Rev. Laura Yates officiating. 
 
Sunday, June 8 – Wednesday, June 11 
Annual Conference 
 
Tuesday, June 17 
United Methodist Women’s Unit Meeting at 7:00 pm at church. 
 
Sunday, June 22 is Sundae Sunday.         
 
Friday, July 4 is Independence Day – office closed.   
 
Saturday, July 5 
Fellowship hall being used for a baby shower. 
 

Sunday, July 13 – Friday, July 18  
Sr. High Mission Trip to the Leech Lake Indian Reservation  
 
Monday – Friday, July 14 – 18 
“God’s Big Backyard Vacation Bible School at Barlow Park, 6:00 
pm – 8:00 pm.   
 
Monday, - Friday, July 14 – 18 
“God’s Big Backyard” Vacation Bible School at Barlow Park -This 
will be a combined effort of Hillside Assembly and Immanuel UMC   
 
Monday, July 21 and Tuesday, July 22 – Friday, July 25 
UMW “School of Christian Mission” at Steven’s Point.   
 

 
This summer we will have one worship service.    
at 9:00 am June 1 through August 31.  Coffee 
Fellowship and faith topic discussions will follow at 
10:00 am most Sundays.   



Praise 2 Bible Study  6:30-7:30pm 
Wednesday Nights 

 

What an awesome privilege it is to meet with God everyday, to 
come confidently into His presence. We cannot fully appreciate 
this opportunity without understanding how things used to be. 
Under the Old Covenant that governed Israel, only the High priest 
was allowed into the Holy of Holies, and then only one time a year 
on Yom Kippur – The “Day of Atonement”. He entered in fear and 
trembling, knowing that if his heart was not right and his sacrifice 
not acceptable he would die in the presence of a holy God. A rope 
was secured on his ankle for such a possibility, for if he were 
struck dead by the Lord, no one else could go in and retrieve him. 
The nation would stand in silence as he sprinkled the sacrificial 
blood on the mercy seat. All would cheer when he came out alive, 
seeing that as the proof that the sacrifice was accepted and their 
sins were atoned for until the next year. 
 
When Jesus died on the cross, the veil of the Temple which hid 
the mercy seat and the presence of God was torn in two from top 
to bottom. The presence of God was now open to all believers. 
We need not approach Him in fear and trembling, for our hearts 
are sprinkled clean and our bodies washed.  
 
This study is designed to help people grow in the adventure that 
time with God was meant to be. 
 
Title: “How to Develop a Quiet Time”  

When: Wednesday nights starting at 6:30 pm 

Dates: June 4 – July 30, 2008 (except for June 11th) 

Where: Church Lounge until the remodeling requires us to move 

Who: Adults and Students from our church and Ripon area 

Cost: $12.00 for book  

          (Contact Roger if financial assistance in needed) 

Contact Person & Study Leader:  

                                                   Roger Kindschi – 1-800-725-5276 

The June Sing-along will be held on Wednesday, June 4th.  
Meet at church at 11:30 am for lunch in appreciation of the 
singers’ faithful service.   
We will sing at: 

1:30 pm at Michalenes       

2:15 pm at Maplecrest 

3:00 pm at Fountainview Care Center 

3:45 pm at Sheltered Village 

 

Come help us lift the spirits of the residents. 
 
 
 
The Wednesday Morning Prayer and Fellowship Time is 
scheduled to meet in the Disciple Room at 9:00 am every 
other Wednesday over the summer.  Meeting dates are: 
June 4 and 18; July 2, 16 and 30; August 13 and 27.  Come 
join us! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet your StaffMeet your StaffMeet your StaffMeet your Staff    
 
Senior Pastor   Rev. Paul Nulton 
Administrative Assistant  Carol Schwark 
Equipping Ministries Director Roger Kindschi 
Senior High Youth Director Shannon Rogers 
Middle School Youth Director Krista Sperger 
Organist   Gen Stellmacher  
Choir Director   Shelley Nulton 
Custodian   Stan Brink 
 
 



Youth NewsYouth NewsYouth NewsYouth News    
Our Middle School Youth had an incredible time  at the 

Oshkosh YMCA the morning of Friday April 25
th
.  They had a blast 

swimming, ice skating, and playing just every sport imaginable!  They 

then worked hard and had a spectacular time having fun and serving God 

at the May Work Camp at Lucerne May 16-18!  It was a weekend full of 

fun, enjoying God’s beauty in the woods.  They participated in an 

Amazing Race, cleaned the chapel, and set up the water front and sports 

courts for the summer campers.  To top off the weekend, they got to 

enjoy Sunday afternoon with our circuit church families for the annual 

Lucerne Sunday, prior to heading home.  Thank you to Jeff Kahn for 

driving and chaperoning the entire weekend! 

Our Seniors worshipped together at the Baccalaureate service 

Thursday May 22
nd

.  It was a special evening of sharing their musical 

talents, giving thanks for God’s blessings on their lives so far, and 

seeking God’s guidance in their futures.  

The Senior High Youth have been having an incredible time 

Wednesday nights sharing in pizza, faith, and fun at Supper Club.  They 

have recently enjoyed an ice cream night and fun playing games 

outdoors.  WE WILL BE TAKING A BREAK FROM WEDNESDAY 

NIGHT SUPPER CLUB FOR THE MONTHS OF JUNE AND JULY.  

A few exciting things planned for summer are:  A day trip to 

Lifest, a day of fun and faith at Pastor Paul’s cottage, a Middle School 

Youth trip to Paul’s Pantry and Bay Beach in Green Bay and a trip to 

Great America August 5
th
.   

The Senior High Mission trip is scheduled for July 13-16
th
.   

We are going to Cass Lake Minnesota and spending the week at Leech 

Lake Indian Reservation!  We even get to participate in a Pow Wow!  

We reserved 12 spots through YouthWorks and ALL spots are filled!  

We are so excited about the incredible week we have to look forward to!  

Jeff Kahn and Shannon Rogers will be the adult leaders joining our Sr. 

High Youth on this trip! 

The Middle School will not meet for EDGE on Wednesdays 

over the summer.  We will resume EDGE in September.  Some of the 

Middle School Youth will meet on six Tuesday’s over the summer for a 

book study.   
 

Richly blessed with the lives of our youth! 
Krista Sperger and Shannon Rogers 

Middle School and Sr. High Youth Coordinators 
 
 

United MethodistUnited MethodistUnited MethodistUnited Methodist    Women’s CirclesWomen’s CirclesWomen’s CirclesWomen’s Circles    
 
The Koinonia Circle does not meet in June, July and 
August.  They will however, serve as hostesses for the June 
17th Unit meeting.   
 
 
The Merry Friends Circle will meet on Tuesday, June 10 at 
1:30 pm church lounge.  Annagene Priske will be the leader 
and Geraldine Klingbeil will be the hostess.  They will also 
meet at 1:30 pm on July 8.  Ilah Morgan will be the leader 
and Rose Wetzel will be the hostess.    
 
The Priscilla Circle will meet at 7:00 pm on Monday, May 
12 at 1:30 pm in the church lounge.  Elaine Reilly will be the 
leader and Carol Meyer will be the hostess.  On July 14 at 
6:00 pm we will have our annual picnic at Paul and Heidi 
Semenske’s home on Green Lake.  Hostesses will be 
Yvonne Holmes and Joyce Jorgensen.  If you want to 
carpool, meet at church by 5:45 pm.   
 
The United Methodist Women’s Unit Meeting will be held on 
June 17 at 7:00 pm at church.  The leaders will be the 
Education and Interpretation Committee and  the hostesses 
will be the Koinonia Circle. 
 
The 2008 School of Christian Mission will be held at the 
Ramada Hotel and Convention Center in Stevens Point.  
Drive-In Day, Monday, July 21, $35 ($40) after June 15).  
Four Day School, Tuesday, July 22 – Friday, July 25, $240 
($290 after June 15).  Theme: “Living the Sacred”.  Think 
about carpooling to this wonderful event.  We pay up to ½  of 
the cost.  Contact Lorraine Wetzel at 748-3280 for more 
information.        
 
Mission Team Meeting, Monday, June 2 at 7:00 pm at 
church.  All Unit Officers, Mission Coordinators and Local 
Church Chairperson please be there.  See you all! 



From the Green Team of United Methodist Women… 
What Exactly is Global Warming, and Why is it So Bad? 
 

We have heard quite a lot about global warming, and there 
are all these dire warnings, but sometimes we miss what 
started it all.  Global warming is truly the warming of Earth.  
Now about this time of year, that sounds great to me, but 
overall, it is not a good idea.  When the sun’s rays hit the 
earth, some are reflected off due to the size of the polar ice 
caps.  (Along with a whole bunch of glaciers.)  We have 
heated up a degree or two in the last 20+ years, and so that 
means that these huge sheets of ice are not so big anymore.  
Therefore, that warms the Earth.  The bright and reflective 
qualities of the snow means that the rays that used to 
“bounce off” and go back into the atmosphere instead hit he 
earth, usually in water, and heat up that area.  This in turn 
creates more heat. 
 
There is no other way to say this.  People are responsible for 
this.  WE are responsible for this.  The United States 
produces more carbon dioxide per person than any other 
country on the earth.  We have to fix what we wrecked.   
 

So now what?  We need to stop doing the wrong things or 
start doing the correct things.  Anything you can do is a help.   
 
Change 2 light bulbs, place a plastic bottle filled with sand in 
the back of your toilet, pray, carpool, walk to work one day, 
ride a bike to church one day, stop using bags given to you 
by the store; bring your own, buy local food and produce, 
turn down the heat, open up the curtains on sunny days to 
heat the house, clean your furnace filter, use eco-friendly 
cleaning products.  The list is endless, and anything you do 
will help.  If everyone did 2 things, we would make a 
difference.    
 
 
 
 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDYMEN’S BIBLE STUDYMEN’S BIBLE STUDYMEN’S BIBLE STUDY    
The Men’s Bible Study led by Rik Rikkers on Wednesdays, 
will meet weekly from noon to 1:00 pm.  We are currently 
doing a study on 2 Corinthians.  For more information on this 
study, and for meeting location, contact Rik at 748-6111 or 
748-3185. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The United Methodist Men will meet for breakfast at 8:00 
am on Saturday, June 7 in the fellowship hall.  Music and 
devotions will precede the program.  Dave Lukoski, Ripon 
Chief of Police, will be our speaker.  Come and fellowship 
and hear Dave.  This will be our final meeting until our 
Streak fry on Saturday, September 6. 
                                         

                  Tom Worrall, chairmanTom Worrall, chairmanTom Worrall, chairmanTom Worrall, chairman    
    
    
    

2nd Quarter Mission Project 
 

Our 2nd quarter (April – June) mission project for 2008 is 
giving to UMCOR (United Methodist Committee on Relief).  
Because of the need at this time, we will be designating our 
offerings to go to help people affected by natural disasters 
that happen at this time of the year, like storms and flooding.  
Giving to this project makes a world of difference for these 
people in their time of need.  Money given to this project so 
far this quarter is:  $142 
 



 
June Sunday Worship Volunteers 

 

USHERS-Coordinator, Mike Wuest 
    9:00 am 
June 1  Russ Skurr, Tim Lubinsky 
  Deb Kaiser, Deb Konecny 
 
June 8  Pat and Nancy Himebaugh 
  Amanda and Ashley Himebaugh 
 
June 15  Louie and Shelby Bock 
  Rik and Helga Rikkers 
 
June 22  Jeff and Julie Kahn 
  Andrew and Alyssa Wittchow 
 
June 29  Dale Stephens, Bryan Kautzer 
  Vance and Mary Henning 
 

COFFEE HOUR- at 10:00 am Coordinator, Kathy Hilscher 
                 
June 1 Tom and Chris Worrall 
June 8 Bob and Marge Burling 
June 15 David and Kathy Daye 
June 22 Sundae Sunday 
June 29 OPEN 
    
There is a sign up sheet on the refrigerator in the lounge. Please 
sign up if you are able to be the host/hostess for an OPEN 
Sunday in June, July or August.   
 
The Worship Committee is grateful for your help. 
 

Attention Parents:  

At this time, we do not have nursery service during either 
service. Please feel free to use one of the quiet bags available 
in the foyer. Or You may also sit in the lounge with your child 
and listen to the service, as there are toys in the southeast 
corner of the lounge. ☺ 

June/July  Sponsors 

 

 
        ALTAR FLOWERS - $12             BULLETINS - $10 
 
June 1 OPEN       OPEN      
June 8 Annagene Priske      OPEN 
June 15 OPEN       OPEN 
June 22 OPEN        OPEN 
June 29 Greta Aberg      Greta Aberg 
July 6 Alice Prellwtiz      Jean Harms 
July 13 OPEN       OPEN 
July 20 OPEN       OPEN 
July 27 Marilyn and Mike Wuest     Marilyn and Mike Wuest 
 
 
 
 
       RADIO BROADCAST - $50 
 
June 1 OPEN 
June 8 OPEN 
June 15 Lorraine Wetzel 
June 22 OPEN 
June 29 Greta Aberg 
July 6 OPEN 
July 13 OPEN 
July 20 OPEN 
July 27 Marilyn and Mike Wuest 
 
2008 sign up sheets to sponsor all items above have been posted 
on the bulletin board between the coatroom and restroom on the 
main floor.  Please sign up today! 
 
Radio BroadcastRadio BroadcastRadio BroadcastRadio Broadcast    
Our summer 9:00 am service, from the previous week,  
is broadcast on WRPN Radio, 1600 AM, at 9:30 am 
every Sunday. 
 
 



 
ACOLYTES-Coordinator, Carol Schwark 

 
9:00 AM 

 
June 1  Alicia Abraham, Hunter Gellings 
 

June 8  Tom Amend, Kyle Erdmann 
 
June 15  Trevor Bender, Kimi Kernen 
 

June 22  Amanda Coehoorn, Brendan Conlon 
 

June 29  Melissa Smit, Tim Hoffman 
 
July 6  Alexandra Prellwitz, Krystal Tetzlaff 
 

July 13  Emily Grahn, Michael Lauber 
 

July 20  Michelle Zimdars, Allie Hughes 
 
July 27  Amanda Page, Marlie Page 

 
 
 
As an Outreach Project to our community, we continue to 
donate items to our local Food Pantry.  We ask that you 
bring the following items as these items are in low supply at 
this time.    
 
In June and July bring:  canned fruit, fruit juice, tuna, 
Spam, jelly, cereal.  Please bring the items listed above, as 
they are in short supply at the food pantry at this time. 
Please place your donations in the shopping cart that is 
located on the main floor in the west (parking lot entrance) 
stairwell. 
 
 
 
 
 

#243 Giving is a Form of Praise “…Praise God’s glorious name; 
bring an offering and come into his Temple.”  Psalm 96:8 
 
A year ago we began the June 2007 newsletter item with the 
statement, “with gas prices on the rise!”  Here we are in 2008 
facing the same issue.  With gas prices on the rise and food prices 
and health care costs, it’s very tempting to go into the summer 
months and cut back on our commitments and offerings to the 
church.  Vacations and special events call for extra travel and food 
and we may be wondering how we can be faithful stewards in 
these tough economic times.  Each of us has to answer this 
question in our own way.  What is God calling us to give? 
 
If you’re like me, if you wait to see how much is left at the end of 
every pay period, that amount easily becomes less and less.  
What I find I need to do to praise God’s name through my 
offerings is to take the first fruits off the top and live with the rest.  
We have our offerings automatically deposited as the first debit to 
our checking account every week.   If your church doesn’t provide 
that method of giving, perhaps you can discipline yourself to have 
your offering become the first check you write every time you are 
paid. 
 
It may be that for some folks you’ll need to revise your 
commitment.  As gas prices and other necessities rise, perhaps 
you’ll need to cut back a bit for a while.  That’s okay – but choose 
an amount to dedicate in praise to God that allows you to feel at 
peace.  Choose a regular amount of 2%, 4%, 6%, 8%, or 10% and 
offer that gift first, before you go to the gas pump or buy extra 
groceries for the family reunion this summer. 
 
You might also find a way to spend vacation time closer to home 
with less driving and expense – picnics, exploring the state and 
county parks in your area, or visiting relatives and friends.   
Putting God first isn’t hard, even in the midst of all the summer 
temptations.  It isn’t hard, but it does require us to remember the 
greatest commandment Christ gave us; to love God – FIRST – 
and our neighbors as ourselves. 
 

  Wisconsin United Methodist Foundation 
750 Windsor Street Ste 305, P.O. Box 620 

Sun Prairie, WI 53590-0620 
1-888-903-9863 or wumf@wumf.org 



On behalf of the entire “So All Can 
Enter” campaign committee, I would like 
to thank the congregation for your 
wonderful enthusiasm and response to 
the now completed fund raising effort.  
The cooperation and positive attitudes 
that we encountered throughout the 
process were truly exemplary, as of 
course were the financial commitments 
that were made.  They spoke volumes 
about Immanuel’s ability to see and 
understand thee needs, and about its 
stewardship of God’s house! 

 
On a personal note, I would also like to thank publicly, the 
members of the campaign committee, as well as all the 
volunteers that were so helpful in taking care of the 
countless details that are involved in a campaign endeavor --
- providing ideas, stuffing envelopes, delivering “goodie 
bags”, making phone calls, parking cars at CJ’s, and on and 
on.  Without them, we would undoubtedly not have been so 
successful in the final results.   
 
I don’t want to name names, for fear of leaving anyone out, 
but the core committee took charge in a way that I’ve never 
seen before.  Everyone had a lot to learn and to do, but no 
one ever missed a beat.  Meetings were faithfully attended, 
tasks performed professionally, and all was done with such a 
happy attitude!! 
 
A special thanks is also in order to Pastor Paul, and to 
Lenore Geisthardt from the United Methodist Foundation for 
their leadership, for the flow of information on the overall 
project, and for keeping us on track witht ehtimetable. 
 
Again, thank you, thank you, thank you all!!!! 
 
                            Don Jorgensen, Don Jorgensen, Don Jorgensen, Don Jorgensen, campaign committee chairmancampaign committee chairmancampaign committee chairmancampaign committee chairman    

 

OUR CONDOLENCES 
 
We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of Ray Harms, 
who passed away on May 1, 2008.  He is the father of Jean 
Harms and the brother-in-law of Edgar (Evelyn) Weiss. 
 
We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of Wayne 
Krueger, who passed away on May 21, 2008.  He is the brother of 
Georgia (Gerald) Stellmacher and uncle of Gary (Tricia) 
Stellmacher.   
 
 
 

CARD OF THANKSCARD OF THANKSCARD OF THANKSCARD OF THANKS    
 
The family of Ray Harms would like to extend a sincere thank you 
to all who sent cards and greetings, and prayers, and made many 
visits, during his extended illness.  Thanks also to the lunch staff 
for the wonderful meal served after the funeral.  A special thank 
you, to Rev. Nulton, for his visits, prayers and memorial service.    
 
 
 
The outpouring of love to me during my recuperation from knee 
surgery was more than I could have ever imagined.  Thank you for 
the flowers, food, cards, gifts, visits and prayers.  I was truly 
blessed.                       Lorraine WetzelLorraine WetzelLorraine WetzelLorraine Wetzel    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Monroe United Methodist Church 
2227 Fourth Street, Monroe, WI  53566 
 
May 13, 2008 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Reverend David Busker is retiring.  He will lead his last 
service on May 25, 2008.  Please help us celebrate all his 
contributions to ours and his previous churches.  Among his 
many contributions David has brought many people into the 
Clergy. 
 
David has served God as a pastor since 1972, spending the 
last three and a half years with us here in Monroe. 
 
Please join us as we express our appreciation of his good 
works and dedication to serving God by attending his 
retirement party on June 22 at 4:00 pm.  This will be a 
potluck dinner – just bring a dish to pass, dinnerware and 
beverages will be supplied. 
 
David and Jean have purchased their first home, here in this 
area.  We know there are many improvements they would 
like to make to their new home.  If you would like to 
contribute to a money gift that David and Jean can use for 
one of these projects, please mail your gift to Monroe United 
Methodist Church, marked for Rev. Dave’s retirement.  This 
gift will be presented to them at the retirement party. 
 
We hope to see you at the party! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Terry ShakerTerry ShakerTerry ShakerTerry Shaker    
Chairman, SPRC   
    

 

Alleluia by Ruth Steger 
 

Very recently my nephew had a lung transplant, 
a man of some 50 years. 

For 2 years, while breathing became more difficult, 
He waited ~ Mid expectant joy and disappointing tears. 

Five times, “Compassionate Flyers” flew him from Texas  
to Alabama ~ a perfect donor could not be found. 

False alarms, time was running out, Alan lost ground. 
BUT THEN!  One day, it was his time to run. 

Within high-stressed hours, they were flown again  
and it WAS DONE! 

His wife, Candy, had heart surgery during this wait, 
but was his support and encourager. 

Loving thanks must be given, as well, to her. 
 

Now suddenly, Alan had his perfect lung ~ 
the best transplant under the sun. 

The oxygen came off ~ then he’s up and about. 
Now walking a mile and a half a day, with a “Hallelujah” shout. 

He’s Alive!  Better than ever ~ new life, breath, lung. 
High Praises are readily sung. 

This was such a miraculous feat. 
The joy it has expounded could not be beat. 

 
But that’s only part of the story. 

It gets better with age ~ like something out of Glory. 
Told he would have to stay 3 months to be checked and 

monitored, 
It was hard to stay with homecoming deferred. 

BUT what we beheld was another miracle ~  they dismissed him, 
sent him home in 4 weeks and 2 days. 

These are God’s ways: 
“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity 

under Heaven (vs. 1) 
A time to be born and a time to die (vs. 2) 

A time to kill and a time to heal (vs. 3) 
A time to weep and a time to laugh (vs. 4) 

A time to mourn and a time to dance (vs. 4) 
A time to search and a time to give up.” (vs. 6) 

         Ecclesiastes 3:1-6 
 



In each prayerful scenario our alerted family knew 
a miracle was enfolding, and God’s mighty power was  

showing through. 
Does anyone here, near, or dear, need a transplant 

of new birth, breath, life, hope?   
God is never too late. 

Jesus, His Son is the perfect transplant for every need. 
He is Risen!  Heal, laugh, dance, search, CELEBRATE!!! 

 
 

 
Ruth Steger is the wife of one of Immanuel’s former Caring 
Ministries pastors, the late Rev. Ray Steger.  Ruth currently lives 
in Illinois.   
 
She didn’t get her Easter greeting out on time as she was in the 
hospital for 10 days, followed by rehab, for 3 fractures in her back, 
caused by Osteoporosis.  They did a new procedure called 
Balloon Kyphoplasty, which can only be done on new fractures 
within a 3 week period.  They open the bones with balloons, then 
fill the fracture with cement, which fixes the fractures immediately.   
 
If you would like to send a card to Ruth, her address is: 
    884 N. Prairie Ave. Apt. 1B  
    Joliet, IL  60435 
 

 
 

Library Donations 
 

We the library workers want to thank all who recently have 
donated books to our church library.  Your donations are 
appreciated, and are available for people to enjoy.   
 
At this time, we would appreciate it if no more be donated until 
after our elevator/entry construction is completed, as the library 
has been moved to a temporary location.   It will be reorganized in 
its new permanent location in the future. 
                                        Phyllis Huggett and Betty EichstedtPhyllis Huggett and Betty EichstedtPhyllis Huggett and Betty EichstedtPhyllis Huggett and Betty Eichstedt    

News From the United Methodist Church 
General Conference 
April 23-May 1, 2008 

Dallas, TX     from www.umc.org 
 
Regional Conferences 
The assembly passed constitutional amendments to allow 
for the creation of a regional conference for the United 
States.  The legislation does not create a U.S. regional 
conference but makes it possible for General Conference to 
do so at a later time. A task force will examine possibilities. 

Two New Conferences 

Conferences in Ivory Coast and Malawi were organized.  
Four conferences in Northeast US may merge.  These are 
examples of how the United Methodist Church is shrinking in 
America and growing in Africa.  Path One is a new office of 
congregational development to start 650 new congregations 
by 2012. 

Support for people of Tibet, Sudan, Taiwan 

The assembly affirmed support for the people of Tibet and 
their struggle for independence and autonomy.  
A resolution calls upon United Methodists “in every country” 
to encourage their governments to aid development of a 
more just economic system in the Sudan.  
 The Conference called on us to promote the rights of 
Taiwanese “for stability, security and self-determination of its 
own status in the family of nations.” 
 
Anti-Malaria 
The United Methodist Church is one of the founding partners 
of the Nothing But Nets anti-malaria campaign, which fights 
the disease by purchasing and distributing insecticide-
treated sleeping nets in Africa.  William H. Gates Sr., co-
chair of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, spoke.  “I am 
here today to thank you,” he said. “We are proud to be your 



partner in this campaign to end the world’s worst killer of 
children. We believe the campaign cannot succeed without 
you.” 
 
Global Warming 
   A task force was formed to examine global warming. 
 
Homosexuality 
General Conference continued a statement stating the 
practice of homosexuality is “incompatible with Christian 
teaching.” 
 
It let stand language in the Book of Discipline regarding 
pastoral authority over church membership, even though a 
majority report of a legislative committee recommended the 
congregation change the language to make it clear that 
pastors and congregations “are to faithfully receive all 
persons who are willing to affirm our vows of membership.” 

Chicago Area Bishop Hee-Soo Jung told The United 
Methodist Church’s legislative assembly that people on each 
side of the controversy are living out Christian values. He 
said both those who want the church to be more flexible – 
more open -- and those who want the church to be clear 
about boundaries – more pure -- embody biblical values, 
“and both are right.” 
 
Speaking at a May 1 worship service of the legislative arm of 
the 11.5 million-member denomination, Jung invited United 
Methodists “to live in the tension that is created by holding 
both values -- holiness and hospitality -- together at the 
same time.” 

The bishop recalled how a criminal dying with Jesus 
pleaded, “Remember me.”  
“When Jesus remembers us, we are put back together 
again,” he said. When people remember those who have 
died, they are brought back together in the living body of 
Christ through the act of remembering, he said. 

Wisconsin Timber Rattlers 

Tailgate Party and Game 

 
 

 
We want to invite everyone to the August 9th Timber Rattlers 
Game and tailgate party in Appleton. This event is sponsored by 
the United Methodist Men and open to anyone who wants to join 
us. The following are the details of this event: 
 
Date:                 Friday, August 9, 2008 

Times:  4:00 pm – Leave the church parking lot  
5:00pm – Picnic and Tailgate Party, Grid #1 

                        6:30 – Baseball game 
                         After the Game – Fireworks 
 
Cost:                 $8.00  
 
Deadline:          Sunday, July 20, 2008 for payment of the  
                          Tickets.  A sign up sheet is located on a table  
                             in the narthex.   
 
 
Bring the Following:    Chair, meat to grill, dish to pass by 
each family, table service for your self/family and your 
beverage of choice 
 
 
Need help with the following: Gas Grill’s – We will need three 
gas grills to cook the meat. Please contact Tom Worrall or 
Roger Kindschi if you can provide one of the needed grills 
 
 
Contact Person:  Roger Kindschi (toll free #) 1-800-725-5276 

 



 

In Memoriam 

 

 
The following are those from our church 

family and friends who have passed away in 
the past year.  We take time to pay respect 

and tribute to the departed. 
 

“Thank you, Father, for the lives that  
have been lived and the friendships 

 that we have shared.” 
 
 
 
Arden Theune                                                  June 13, 2007 
Alice Buchholz                                                  June 19, 2007 
Kristy Roeder                                                     July 15, 2007 
Ervin Zamzow                                                    July 31, 2007 
Erwin Beilke                                                    August 2, 2007 
Joyce Schenke                                       September 21, 2007 
*John Hill                                                     October 27, 2007 
Zachary Muskavitch                                   November 1, 2007 
Esther Krueger                                          November 8, 2007 
LaVerne Stellmacher                               November 21, 2007 
Oliver Happe                                            November 26, 2007 
Claire Mathias                                          November 27, 2007 
Florence Bly                                                 Feburary 3, 2008 
Raymond Harms                                                 May 1, 2008 
 
*non-members 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Memorials were given in memory of 

the following loved ones: 
 

Alice Buchholz                                                  Arden Theune 
Ervin Zamzow                                                      Erwin Beilke 
Oliver Happe                                          LaVerne Stellmacher 
Claire Mathias                                          Zachary Muskavitch 
James Buchholz                                                  Florence Bly 
Raymond Harms                                              Bob Wilkinson 
Lois Zimdars                                                      Donald Janke 

Pat Earll 
Louise & Arnold Belter 
Aaron & Ardis Schultz 

Clayton & Gladys Henrichs 
 

Memorials purchased in the last year  

dedicated on Memorial Sunday: 
 

Memorials for Accessibility/Elevator Fund in memory of 
Arden Theune, Alice Buchholz, Ervin Zamzow, Erwin Beilke, 
Claire Mathias, Oliver Happe, James Buchholz, Florence Bly, 
Arnold & Louise Belter, Esther Krueger, Pat Earll, Raymond 
Harms, and Robert Wetzel.  
Money given to IUMC Foundation in memory of Donald 
Janke 
Library Books given in memory of Lois Zimdars 
Money given to the General Budget in Memory of Clayton 
& Gladys Henrichs, LaVerne Stellmacher 
Radio Broadcasts in memory of LaVerne Stellmacher 
Music Program in memory of Bob Wilkinson 
Sunday Bulletins in memory of Raymond Harms 
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